
You are not in the UK and 
wish to marry someone in 
the UK who is British or 

has permanent residence 
in the UK

You are visiting the UK 
and wish to marry 

someone in the UK who is 
British or has permanent 

residence in the UK

Apply for a Certificate of 
Approval using the COA1 

form

Apply for a Entry 
Clearance as a Fiancé at 

a British Consulate 
General (VAF4 form)

Use your COA or Fiancé 
Visa to get married in the 

UK

You are not in the UK and 
are married to a British 
citizen or someone with 
permanent residence in 

the UK

Apply for Entry Clearance 
as a spouse (unmarried 

partner) at a British 
Consulate General (VAF4 

form)

You are not in the UK and 
are the unmarried partner 
of someone in the UK who 
is British or has permanent 

residence in the UK

Apply for Further Leave to 
Remain as the spouse 
(unmarried partner) of 

someone settled in the UK 
(FLR-M form)

You are in the UK and are 
the unmarried partner of 

someone in the UK who is 
British or has permanent 

residence in the UK

Accrue two years of 
residence in the UK and 
pass the Knowledge of 

Life in the UK test

Apply for permanent 
residence as the spouse 

(unmarried partner) of 
someone settled in the UK 

(SET-M form)

Accrue a total of three 
years residence in the UK 
(five years for unmarried 

partners)

Apply for British 
citizenship using the AN-x 

form

Attend the Citizenship 
Ceremony and receive a 
Naturalization Certificate

Apply for a British 
passport

You are not in the UK and 
have been married to a 
British citizen for four 

years or more outside of 
the UK; and have passed 
the Knowledge of Life in 

the UK test

Apply for Indefinite Leave 
to Enter as a spouse at a 
British Consulate General 

(VAF4 form)
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Notes

Children under 18 may be 
included as dependents
Civil partnerships are 
interchangeable with marriage
Proposed civil partners are 
interchangeable with fiancés
EU/EEA is not shown on this 
chart

How to use this chart:  Select the box in the left-most column which best describes your situation.  
Following the arrows will reveal the appropriate settlement path.


